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But how can a Conservative philosophy be possible in a
period in which the traditional institutions of law and order,
with all the virtues which have become an organic part of
them, and especially with the whole Christian teaching, have
been destroyed from within? The catastrophe which has fallen
upon us has shown us that the past conceptions of Conservatism
were too narrow and backward-looking, and lacked fresh
invigoration from the tasks of the future. The sacrifice of
morality and natural justice in the terrorist system of the
dictatorship has now revealed vividly to us the primary
importance of things with which the new "realism" imagined
that it could dispense in its political system. The old formulas
and standards of Conservatism have been swept away by
voluntary capitulation and compulsory Gleichschaltung, brutal
destruction or terror-stricken flight. But the need for the self-
preservation of our civilization is producing a new and
modernized Conservatism. It has been suggested that the
Christian standards are gone beyond revival. The Confessional
struggles in the Reich, and the individual revival and strength-
ening they have produced, seem evidence that that is the very
opposite of the truth.
There is no room any longer for a nationalist Conservatism,
only a European one. One of the fundamental changes in
Conservatism is this release from narrow nationalist patriotism,
.since the civilization that has to be rescued and conserved is
the common possession of the West. In this sense the idea of
the Third Reich, before the National Socialist usurpation, was
a Conservative idea. In Moeller van den Bruck's original con-
ception it was not a German idea, it had no nationalist limita-
tion; it was a political idea of European scope. It was a German
idea of peace, contrasted with the dictated peace of Versailles.
And certainly there was room for a great German realist policy,
with a new standard of justice, aiming at a political order that
would save from the Versailles Treaty the germs of the new